
Quick Facts About the COASTAL REDWOODS! 
 

 

Taken (in part) from the brochure at Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park (minutes from the camp): 

 

 Officially called Sequoia sempervirens, but also known as the ever-living redwood. 
 

 They’re the earth’s tallest tree and can grow beyond 300 feet. 
 

o They can grow 100 feet just in their first 20 years, and the average height is 200-240 feet. 
 

 Average diameters are 10-15 feet. 
 

 The Coastal Redwoods are the tallest. The Giant Sequoias/Sierra Redwoods have the biggest volume. 
We have Coastal Redwoods at the camp. 
 

 They can live to over 2,000 years, but most of the ones we see are about 50-150 years old. 
 

 Redwoods are self-pruning; once their branches are over 10’ long, they can “shed” them. So while 
you’re walking about camp, pay attention – dropping branches are called “widow makers”. 
 

 The bark of a redwood is an average of 12” thick, and provides defense against insects, fungus, and 
fire. They’re so fire resistant, that the inside of the tree could burn, but it still lives/stands because 
the bark remains intact. We have one such tree at the camp where you can walk into it where it was 
burned out (though getting there is at your own risk…). 
 

 Redwoods have the ability to “parent” (sprout) trees from its trunk base, so you’ll see smaller trees 
growing up all around older trees. At camp, you’ll find a place where all the sprouting trees grew up 
at the same time and created a ring – it’s a popular place to hold Bible study! 
 

 The roots grow only 6-12 feet below the ground. But what they lack in depth they make up in 
distance… extending out hundreds of feet. They wrap their roots around other redwood roots, and 
they help each other stay in the ground until flood and wind finally knock them down. This is also 
why it’s so difficult to remove fallen redwoods out of trails and such – if you fully remove one, you 
tear up roots and trees down the whole mountain. 
 

o But! Even dead redwood trees are fertile ground for new life. You’ll sometimes see other 
plants and trees growing out of downed trees.  

 
 They can “create their own rain” by capturing fog on their leaves; some is absorbed by their needles 

and some drips to the ground. 
 


