
Quick Facts About CALIFORNIA! 
 

Capital City: Sacramento  

Square Miles: 163,696 (3rd largest in the U.S.) – 770 miles long & 250 miles wide 

Population: 39,536,653 (most populous in the U.S.)  

Economy: As of 2017, it’s the 5th largest economy in the world (after U.S., China, Japan, and Germany) 

State Motto: Eureka (“I have found it”) 

Nickname: The Golden State 

State Animal: California Grizzly Bear; Bird: California Valley Quail; Flower: Golden Poppy; Tree: Pine Tree  

Highest Elevation: 14,505’ – Mount Whitney (the highest point in the lower contiguous states) 

Time Zone: Pacific Time Zone 

Language: As of 2017, the native language in the home was 56% English, 34% Spanish, and 10% other. 

Early History: It was originally inhabited by native Californian tribes and then was claimed by the Spanish 
Empire as part of Alta California in their New Spain colony. In 1821 it became a part of Mexico, but was 
ceded to the U.S. in 1848 after the Mexican-American war. The western portion of this land became what 
we know today as California. The California Gold Rush in 1848 began a massive emigration from the east. 

 

About the Santa Cruz Mountains (where the camp is located): 

 They’re mostly the result of (and follow) the San Andreas fault. 
 There are over 30 wineries located in the region, being produced here since at least the 1840s. 
 Ecologically speaking, much of the area is considered “temperate rainforest” 
 The majority of the precipitation falls between November and April, totaling more than 50”/year, 

with the summer being the dry season. 
 In the summer, highs can reach the low 80s with nighttime lows in the upper 40s – lower 60s. 

o But! We’re in a forest. So there’s always plenty of shade, which affects how it feels… 
 Home to California’s oldest state park: Big Basin Redwoods State Park (right up the road from camp) 

and contains part of the “Skyline-to-the-Sea” trail that contains some of the largest, tallest, and 
oldest redwood forests left in existence. 

 

About Santa Cruz: 

 Right on Monterey Bay, and 9 miles south of the camp (45 minutes by bus; 20 minutes driving) 
 Was the location of a Spanish settlement beginning in 1791; now has a population of 60,000 
 It’s regarded as one of the best spots in the world for surfing, including 11 world-class surf breaks 
 Home to the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk (includes an amusement park), 5 state parks, 3 greenbelt 

open space properties, and a marine reserve 
 It’s 1.5 hours from San Francisco, 4 hours from Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks, and 5-6 hours 

to Los Angeles. 
 Felton (closer to camp) has the Garden of Eden swimming hole, a Bigfoot Museum, and Roaring 

Camp Railroad (train ride and museum); between Felton and Santa Cruz is The Mystery Spot, where 
there’s said to be a gravitational anomaly. 


